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Conservation Commission Minutes

May 23, 2011
Meeting was called to order at 7:35pm by Chair, Leah Basbanes    
Members present: Judy Larter, Marilyn Pike, Bill Moeller, Alan Chaney and Jeff Haight
Member absent:  Juan Amodei
Meeting held:  At the Dunstable Town Hall – lower level – Grange Room
Alex Webb – Eagle Scout Project on Flat Rock Hill Conservation Area
Alex asked to address the Conservation Commission to update them on his Eagle Scout project at Flat Rock Hill Conservation Area.  He met with members of the Commission in April to review the scope of work for his project.  He plans on providing access to the top of Blanchard Hill via the “100 acre pasture trail” that had previously been used as a service path for the old ski resort.  Alex’s plans include removing trees that hang over the trail, clearing brush and building two small foot bridges over a stream.  Alex told the Commission that he planned on using pressure treated decking/footings on the bridges and that some of the supports would be situated in the stream.  The Commission said that they did not want him to place the supports in the stream therefore; he needs to find an alternative method.  The Commission suggested that he check with the Building Inspector to insure that the bridge will be structurally sound.  Alex said that the trees in the way of the trail will be cut up by the scouts using bow saws and axes.  The larger ones will be removed by experienced adults using chainsaws.  Alex will notify the Commission once he has a firm plan in place for the bridges.  Work will be started in the fall.  
Flat Rock Hill Conservation Area/Unkety Woods Preserve Issues 

In attendance were Tim Joyce, Joe Vclek, Ms. Hornblower and Lieutenant Dow from the Dunstable Police Department.  Residents abutting Flat Rock Hill Conservation Area attended the meeting to state their concerns with individuals using firearms on our property.  This activity is not allowed in town without permission of the owner of the property (Conservation).  Lieutenant Dow explained that the Police Department can not arrest someone for carrying a firearm, only for discharging it.  ATVs are an issue as well and are not allowed on Conservation property.  Lieutenant Dow explained that the Police have been using their ATVs to canvas the area looking for violations.  There have been some arrests.  The Commission agreed to post “no hunting signs” at the entrances of Stone Arch Bridge, Sky Top Lane, Mill Street and the access road near the New Hampshire border.
It was mentioned that winter parking at Flat Rock Hill was difficult.  The Commission agreed to contact the Road Commissioners in the fall to see if they would be willing to plow a small area for parking in the winter.  

Alan mentioned that there was a permanent sign posted at the border of Tyngsboro and Dunstable identifying the hunting bylaw of the town.  The Commission asked the Secretary to see if the Selectmen would be willing to erect another sign informing the public about the discharge of firearms bylaw in Dunstable.
Ms. Hornblower who was at the meeting regarding ATVs at the Unkety Woods Preserve asked about turtle signs.  She said that she had worked with Fish and Game a number of years ago to establish a turtle nesting population near 219 Kemp Street.  She sees a lot of dead turtles in the spring because residents do not realize that the area is a turtle habitat.   The Commission agreed to go out to Kemp Street on Saturday, 5/28 at 10:00am to check out an area that has been used as a dumping site. 
Hardy Street – Hammertime Construction

Jim from Hammertime Construction attended the meeting to inquire about building a garage at a residence on Hardy Street.  The area has a lot of wetlands and the Commission asked that the wetlands be flagged before they go out for a site visit.  If the wetlands can be flagged before Saturday, the Commission will schedule a site visit for May 28th at 9:00am.
Meeting Minutes of May 9, 2011
Bill made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 9th meeting.  Alan 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  
Review/Sign Bills and Payroll

One invoice for $71.56 for posts and saw blades was signed as well as a payroll slip for the Secretary.  

Beagle Club Property Clean Up
Alan explained that he received a price of $900 from Don Clements to tear down the building on the Depot Street Beagle Club property.  Alan has since found out that the building is considered a “public building” and prevailing wages need to be paid if Don Clements uses any of his employees for the removal of the building.  Alan is waiting for Don to get back to him.  

Regulations and Fines for Conservation Commission Properties
Alan said that he received a call from a resident regarding our newly adopted regulations and fines for Conservation Commission properties.  Regulation #7 states “Do not remove, disturb or endanger any bird or other animal. ($100.00 fine).”  Alan explained that since we allow bow hunting and fishing our properties (unless otherwise stated), that particular regulation contradicts what is allowed and should be removed from the list.  Alan made the motion to remove regulation #7 from the “Town of Dunstable’s Conservation Land and Open Space Regulations and Fine Schedule – effective April 11, 2011 and to renumber all subsequent 
numbers in the regulations.”  Judy 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  The Secretary will set up a hearing in June.

Flat Rock Hill Culvert – Bill Moeller

Bill told members that the cause of the failure was “obstruction of the culvert”.  He went on to say that a back hoe can be used to remove the dam at the end of the culvert and to clean up the upstream section and rebuild the road.  Once repaired, there should be no reason for the side walls to continue to erode.  Alan suggested getting Don Clement up there to do the work.  Leah mentioned that there are piles of fill with Japanese Knotweed growing in them on Flat Rock and said that the knotweed needs to be removed or an herbicide applied.  Bill made a motion to authorize Alan to contact Don Clements to give the Commission a price on doing the work.  Judy 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.

Salmon Brook Debris – Jeff Haight

Jeff reported that he removed the barrels and some debris from Salmon Brook.  He provided pictures for the files.

Motion made to close the meeting at 8:52pm. Motion 2nd. – Motion passed unanimously. The next meeting of the Dunstable Conservation Commission will be held on June 13, 2011 at 7:30pm at the Dunstable Town Hall.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Mann
Secretary
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