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Conservation Commission Minutes

July 7, 2011
Meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by Chair Leah Basbanes    
Members present: Marilyn Pike, Alan Chaney and Jeff Haight
Members absent:  Juan Amodei, Bill Moeller, Judy Larter
Meeting held:  At the Dunstable Town Hall – lower level – Grange Room
Notice of Intent Hearing – 804 Main Street – Walter Eriksen

Leah opened the hearing at 7:31pm.  Steve Eriksen spoke on behalf of the applicant.  In addition to Steve, Walter Eriksen (applicant) and Janet Smith (resident) were in attendance.  Steve stated that the applicant proposes to raze the existing single-family dwelling, shed, driveway, remove stonewalls, remove wells, and abandon an existing subsurface sewage disposal system in order to construct a single family dwelling, deck, garage, driveway, subsurface sewage disposal system, and well within the 100 foot buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland Bank.  Steve said that there is a poorly defined intermittent stream channel on the property that is dry most of the time.  DEP assigned the file number 147-0277 to the application and stated “N/A” under comments.  The Board of Health has not yet approved the septic and well plans.  A resident in attendance asked about the addition of water flowing from the work site to the properties across the street.  The Commission said that the work, as proposed, will not cause any additional flow.  After the discussion, Alan moved to close the hearing at 7:48pm.  Marilyn 2nd the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Marilyn then made a motion to approve the NOI and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard conditions.  Jeff 2nd the motion. – Motion passed.  The OOC was written during the meeting.
Meeting Minutes of June 27, 2011
Marilyn made a motion to approve the minutes, as submitted, from the June 27th meeting.  Jeff 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  
Review/Sign Bills and Payroll
Payroll was signed.
Estimate for Repair of Flat Rock Hill Culvert
Alan and Don Clements went out to the site to view the damaged culvert.  It was suggested by Don that the Highway Department may be able to repair the damage.  Alan will contact the Highway Department.  Alan also mentioned that Don will take a look at removing the garage on Woods Court.
Certificate of Compliance – 631 Hollis Street - Gerrish
Leah told members that she and Alan went out to the site and agreed that there aren’t any relevant wetland issues at 631 Hollis Street; therefore, a Certificate of Compliance can be issued.  Motion was made and 2nd to issue a COC for 631 Hollis Street.  – Motion passed unanimously.  
430 Groton Street – Keough – Results of Site Visit of July 7th
The Commission went out to 430 Groton Street at the request of the homeowners to verify that an area staked out on their property is out of the wetlands/buffer zone.  The homeowners plan on placing fill, removed from an excavated area of their property, onto a weeded area near the road.  Leah noted a roadside swale on another area of the property away from the staked area.  The Commission asked the Secretary to find out how much fill would be placed in the weeded area, however, it was discussed that the marked area is out of the wetland buffer.  

ANRAD – Dumont – Lowell Street – Results of Site Visit of July 7th
Members of the Commission met the applicant/engineer at the site to discuss the delineation of the wetlands for the Dumont property on Lowell Street.  Leah said that there were a few discrepancies between the recently submitted plan and the approved ANRAD in 2000.  After comparing the previous plan with the 2011 plan, the engineer agreed to make some changes and submit new plans for the meeting on July 25th.

Christmas tree Fund

Alan made a motion to transfer the 2010 Christmas tree money that has been certified by the Town Accountant to the Conservation Fund.  Jeff 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.

Corner Lowell Street and Forest Street - Joshua Kelly 

Mr. Kelly had contacted the Commission regarding removing trees on his property at the corner of Lowell Street and Forest Street.  He was told by the Commission that he would need to have the wetlands flagged.  Leah went out to the site to verify the flagging.  Mr. Kelly was told that along the wetland line behind the house, he must leave 25 feet of natural buffer and if he would like to remove some of the large pine trees in that area, he would need to contact the Commission for approval.  

177 Hardy Street – Jim Bizier - Driveway
Mr. Bizier came before the Commission to inquire about paving his driveway at 177 Hardy Street.  He brought Steve Phaneuf (contractor) with him who said that they would pave with pervious (popcorn) pavement – 2” binder and 2” top coat – materials from PJ Keating.  Currently the driveway consists of stone dust.  This will be removed prior to the placing of pavement.  The Commission has concerns with the equipment that will be working near the wetlands; therefore, they are requesting that Mr. Bizier submit a Request for Determination.
Sign at Brook
The Commission asked the Secretary to ask David Tully about the damaged sign at the brook near Westford Street.
Special Permit Hearing – August 15th – MSR Utility Maintenance Corporation

The Secretary mentioned that there will be a special permit hearing on August 15th for MSR Utility Maintenance Corporation for a use change for the property located at 205-215 Pleasant Street 

Motion was made to close the meeting at 8:27pm. Motion 2nd. – Motion passed unanimously. The next meeting of the Dunstable Conservation Commission will be held on July 25, 2011 at 7:30pm at the Dunstable Town Hall.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Mann
Secretary
Dunstable Conservation Commission
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